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F.R. 7875, 60 Stat. 1097, required Commandant of Coast 
Guard to transmit annually to Congress a summary of 
reports transmitted to him by Coast Guard officials as 
required under sections 361 to 365 of this title. See sec-
tion 6307 of Title 46. 

Section 367, act Sept. 4, 1890, ch. 875, § 1, 26 Stat. 425, 
related to duty of master of a vessel in collision to give 
aid, and to give name of his vessel together with other 
information about his vessel. See sections 2303, 2304 of 
Title 46. 

Section 368, act Sept. 4, 1890, ch. 875, § 2, 26 Stat. 425, 
set out penalties for failure to give aid as required by 
section 367 of this title. See sections 2303, 2304 of Title 
46. 

Act Sept. 4, 1890, ch. 875, § 3, 26 Stat. 425, which pro-
vided that sections 367 and 368 of this title were to take 
effect at a time to be fixed by President by proclama-
tion (effective Dec. 15, 1890, by Presidential Proclama-
tion of Nov. 18, 1890, 26 Stat. 1561), was repealed by Pub. 
L. 98–89, § 4(b), 97 Stat. 599.

CHAPTER 7—REGULATIONS FOR THE 
SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY 

Sec. 

381. Use of public vessels to suppress piracy. 
382. Seizure of piratical vessels generally. 
383. Resistance of pirates by merchant vessels. 
384. Condemnation of piratical vessels. 
385. Seizure and condemnation of vessels fitted 

out for piracy. 
386. Commissioning private vessels for seizure of 

piratical vessels. 
387. Duties of officers of customs and marshals as 

to seizure. 

§ 381. Use of public vessels to suppress piracy 

The President is authorized to employ so 
many of the public armed vessels as in his judg-
ment the service may require, with suitable in-
structions to the commanders thereof, in pro-
tecting the merchant vessels of the United 
States and their crews from piratical aggres-
sions and depredations. 

(R.S. § 4293.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4293 derived from acts Mar. 3, 1819, ch. 77, § 1, 3 
Stat. 510; Jan. 30, 1823, ch. 7, 3 Stat. 721. 

§ 382. Seizure of piratical vessels generally 

The President is authorized to instruct the 
commanders of the public armed vessels of the 
United States to subdue, seize, take, and send 
into any port of the United States, any armed 
vessel or boat, or any vessel or boat, the crew 
whereof shall be armed, and which shall have at-
tempted or committed any piratical aggression, 
search, restraint, depredation, or seizure, upon 
any vessel of the United States, or of the citi-
zens thereof, or upon any other vessel; and also 
to retake any vessel of the United States, or its 
citizens, which may have been unlawfully cap-
tured upon the high seas. 

(R.S. § 4294.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4294 derived from acts Mar. 3, 1819, ch. 77, § 2, 3 
Stat. 512; Jan. 30, 1823, ch. 7, 3 Stat. 721. 

§ 383. Resistance of pirates by merchant vessels 

The commander and crew of any merchant 
vessel of the United States, owned wholly, or in 
part, by a citizen thereof, may oppose and de-

fend against any aggression, search, restraint, 
depredation, or seizure, which shall be at-
tempted upon such vessel, or upon any other 
vessel so owned, by the commander or crew of 
any armed vessel whatsoever, not being a public 
armed vessel of some nation in amity with the 
United States, and may subdue and capture the 
same; and may also retake any vessel so owned 
which may have been captured by the com-
mander or crew of any such armed vessel, and 
send the same into any port of the United 
States. 

(R.S. § 4295.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4295 derived from acts Mar. 3, 1819, ch. 77, § 3, 3 
Stat. 513; Jan. 30, 1823, ch. 7, 3 Stat. 721. 

§ 384. Condemnation of piratical vessels 

Whenever any vessel, which shall have been 
built, purchased, fitted out in whole or in part, 
or held for the purpose of being employed in the 
commission of any piratical aggression, search, 
restraint, depredation, or seizure, or in the com-
mission of any other act of piracy as defined by 
the law of nations, or from which any piratical 
aggression, search, restraint, depredation, or 
seizure shall have been first attempted or made, 
is captured and brought into or captured in any 
port of the United States, the same shall be ad-
judged and condemned to their use, and that of 
the captors after due process and trial in any 
court having admiralty jurisdiction, and which 
shall be holden for the district into which such 
captured vessel shall be brought; and the same 
court shall thereupon order a sale and distribu-
tion thereof accordingly, and at its discretion. 

(R.S. § 4296.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 4296 derived from acts Mar. 3, 1819, ch. 77, § 4, 3 
Stat. 513; Jan. 30, 1823, ch. 7, 3 Stat. 721; Aug. 5, 1861, ch. 
48, § 1, 12 Stat. 314. 

§ 385. Seizure and condemnation of vessels fitted 
out for piracy 

Any vessel built, purchased, fitted out in 
whole or in part, or held for the purpose of being 
employed in the commission of any piratical ag-
gression, search, restraint, depredation, or sei-
zure, or in the commission of any other act of 
piracy, as defined by the law of nations, shall be 
liable to be captured and brought into any port 
of the United States if found upon the high seas, 
or to be seized if found in any port or place with-
in the United States, whether the same shall 
have actually sailed upon any piratical expedi-
tion or not, and whether any act of piracy shall 
have been committed or attempted upon or from 
such vessel or not; and any such vessel may be 
adjudged and condemned, if captured by a vessel 
authorized as mentioned in section 386 of this 
title to the use of the United States, and to that 
of the captors, and if seized by a collector, sur-
veyor, or marshal, then to the use of the United 
States. 

(R.S. § 4297.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Surveyor, referred to in text, is probably an obsolete 
office in view of act July 5, 1932, ch. 430, title I, § 1, 47 
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